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Kindergarten in Norway involves children aged 0-6 years. Due to its caretaking and educational character and tradition, second language learning environments in kindergarten differ from language learning environments in school. The linguistic environments in kindergarten seems to have impact on second language proficiency of minority children participating (Bakken, 2007), but there has been little research contributing to qualitative insight in these linguistic environments. 

The aim of my PhD project is to develop empirical knowledge concerning second language learning environments in kindergarten. I explore practices of preschool teacher talk in interaction with 4-5-years old second language learners and how these teachers reflect upon their practices. In this paper, I present data from a pilot study I conducted in one kindergarten in December 2007. The data consists of video- and audio-recorded observations of adult/child-interaction during circle time. I present how a preschool teacher and teacher assistant make syntactical, lexical and interactional adjustments in order to facilitate children’s second language acquisition. Socio-cultural theory makes the theoretical frame for this project, as it takes account of both the social and linguistic contexts in which second language learning occurs. I discuss the preschool teacher’s and assistant teacher’s scaffolding role, supported by Donato (2000) and Gibbons (2002).
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