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This presentation focuses on the concept of ‘family’ in Norwegian dialect research, with emphasis on the tradition of selecting informants for quantitative sociolinguistic studies on the basis of the informants’ biological parents and grandparents, through which informants without local born birth parents have been systematically deselected as representatives for local geolects. This methodical tradition is founded on a presumption of a direct causal connection between language and parental background. The additional use of parental background as a social variable or category in stratified selection in sociolinguistics points towards a presumption of predictable and measurable mechanisms in intergenerational mother tongue transmission and language socialization in the family institution. 

I believe that this methodical tradition in Norwegian sociolinguistics reflects an outdated notion of the ‘family’, where the myth of a nuclear family with predictable and static power relations between family members has a strong influence on understandings of the mechanisms in intergenerational dialect transmission and its perceived effect on linguistic change and continuity today.  

The Norwegian methodical tradition of using the background of birth parents as a selection criterion for informants is illustrated through a display of the methods used in sociolinguistic surveys in 120 Norwegian MA and PhD projects. I will discuss the underlying presumptions and cultural understandings of the relationship between language and family in these sociolinguistic surveys, and point to some methodical and methodological implications of this research tradition.

