Learner strategies in Spanish as a foreign language: Definitions and models of analysis
How are foreign languages learned? My Ph.D.-project explores one aspect of this complex question, namely the strategies employed by learners and the strategies taught by teachers of Spanish in Norwegian secondary schools. One of my approaches will be a qualitative investigation of the ways in which learners work with a set of tasks. What I wish to find out is: 
How do the learners work?

What do the successful learners do?

What do the unsuccessful learners do?

To what degree are the learners conscious about their own way of working?

In my paper, I will address some problems concerning theories of learner strategies and models for analysis. According to some authors, learner strategies are conscious actions or problem solving such as the planning of tasks, use of external resources, recurrence to knowledge etc., while others define strategies as actions that are merely potentially conscious. The problem of consciousness is crucial, particularly to methodological questions, since conscious actions may be reported by the learner. Unconscious or potentially conscious actions, on the other hand, require other tools for observation and analysis. 

In my paper I will discuss some theoretical models for learner strategies and their implications for empirical research. This discussion should lead to an understanding of the concept of strategies that may serve as a point of departure for my examination of the ways in which pupils in secondary school handle their learning tasks. 
