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Humor is a complex interplay of phonological, morphological, semantic, contextual and cultural factors. In this paper, I will concentrate on explaining and analyzing examples of sound-based humor, which I define as sequences in which sound plays a deliberate aesthetic, poetic or semantic purpose within a humorous context and whose phonological component is prevalent, if not dominant, in the configuration of the humorous script as a whole. 

I will analyze phonological jokes in several languages to illustrate the interrelationship between humor and sound as components inherent in the message. These are jokes based on phonemes that reproduce understandable sequences, while at the same time in parody form they attempt to imitate sounds easily identifiable by a listener as pertaining to a different language. Performing a cross-linguistic analysis, this study underscores the absence of a substantive difference in the structure of phonological jokes across the sample of languages presented, demonstrating that sound-based humor is a phenomenon that exists in many different cultures. 

