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Introduction

The Funj kings paid considerable attention to religious institutions
through patronage and grants of land and privilege to holy men
(fugara’, sing. faqgih) in order to win their favour and, perhaps, to
make religious education self-supporting.' The present document is
a sultanic charter in which lands consisting of jarf (a sloping
riverbank), bilad (estate) and forest are granted by the Sultan Badi
IV (r. 1724-5—1762), the son of Sultan NOol, to al-faqgith Madani w.
Muhammad. The granted land lay on the west bank of the Blue
Nile near present day Wad Madani town. Al-fagih Madani w.
Muhammad (w. Madani) probably appears as a witness to five
charters (nos. 12, 14, 15, 16, 25) published by Spaulding and Abu
Salim (op. cit.). He (or his grandfather) gave his name to the town
which grew up in the vicinity. The document bears the seal of
Sultan Badi. A closer look at the seal reveals that it was made in
the year of the sultan’s accession to the throne, i.e. 1137 (1724-5).
The document belongs to Shaykh °Abd Allah al-Amin and was
photographed by A. Bjgrkelo in Wad Madani on 24 February 1988
during a field expedition in cooperation with the National Records
Office, Khartoum (NRO). As far as we know, the scholarly
community has until now been unaware of its existence. Its accession
number in Bergen is GE 97. 9/4. Another copy is in the NRO. The

1 J. Spaulding and M.I. Abu Salim (eds.), Public documents from Sinnar, East
Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1989, 3; M. H. Awad, ‘The evolution
of landownership in the Sudan‘, The Middle East Journal, xxv, 2, 1971, 219.

Sudanic Africa, iii, 1992, 29-39
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document was found in a very poor condition, having been folded,
broken and repaired several times. This made it difficult to
photograph and transcribe. Several lines are incomplete and names
may be missing in the list of witnesses.

The date of the document has disappeared, but from
circumstantial evidence we may assume that it was written in the
middle of the 1750s, perhaps in 1753. From the published charters
by Spaulding and Abu Salim (1989), we find that the scribe of this
document, Ibrahim w. Ya‘quib, is also the writer of other charters
issued between 1753 and 1770. Secondly, except for two witnesses
being absent in the present document, we find that the first 16
witnesses in our document appear in the same order as the first 18
witnesses in document 12 (issued in 1753) in Spaulding and Abu
Salim’s book.” In addition eight other witnesses figure in both
documents.

The analytical tools for analysing Funj charters in their historical,
political and diplomatic contexts have been presented and
demonstrated by Spaulding and Abu Salim and interested readers
are advised to consult them.

Missing words in the Arabic text are indicated by empty square
brackets [ ]; words that we guess have been there and words of
explanation are also placed in square brackets; reconstructed words
on the basis of fragments in the text are between curly brackets { }.
The lines are numbered in square brackets [ ].

2 This charter was first published by M.I. Abu Salim (ed.), al-Funj wa'l-ard,
Khartoum, 1967, 101-3.
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line of another charter from the same sultan, document 12 in Spaulding and
Abu Salim, Public documents from Sinnar.
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Translation

[1] He who
trusts in God
and the Messenger
2] The son of Sultan Nol
[3] Sultan Badi 1137

[4] [A sultanic charter and royal document issued in the divinely
guarded and protected city of Sinnar, may God Most High exalt
her, in the presence of her warden, whom]

[5] God has supported, aided, invested, elevated, strengthened, and
made a protecting shelter with whom every subject may seek refuge;
who is [happy] in this world

[6] and in the hereafter, if God wills, will be a martyr. His interior
is purity, exterior truth and fidelity, truthful in word

[7] and trustworthy in deed, who, when he speaks he speaks the
truth, and when he talks he utters verity, our lord the sultan, the son
of the sultan, Badi, the son of Sultan Nol. May God,

[8] the Merciful, the Compassionate, grant him victory through the
influence of the sublime Qur°an and the eminent Prophet. Amen,
amen, O Lord of the Universe. To the presence of all who come
upon this document

[9] and read the truth it contains. Thereafter: The pious, divinely assisted
and victorious sultan has bestowed as alms upon al-fagth Madani

[10] [ ] sloping river banks [ ]

[Boundaries]
[11] [ ] [on the eastern side] is the sloping riverbank (jarf) of Hasab
Allah w. Bashir and the jarf of Nura, the wife of al-fagth Muhammad
w. Madani [ ]
[12] [ ] and on the northern side is the River (al-Bahr)4 and on the

4 Here al-Bahr means the Blue Nile.
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southern side is the estate (bilad) of Walad “Awwan and the Marinjal
path which is parallel with

[13] the river and on the western side it is above the old border of
al-fagth Muhammad w. Madani and Marinjal Island facing the
riverbank and the estate of al-fagih Madani.

[14] [The Sultan] has also bestowed upon him the Mawwar forest
of w. Halab Dar w. Umm Dani. And its boundaries and the location
are known.

[15] Its boundary on the northern side is above al-“Uqda [ ] of
Walad Durs, and on the southern side is above Abu Sa‘d, the old
boundary of the fagih, and on

[16] the western side is the path of al-Had.r.b [Arbaji] and on the
eastern side is the river. The Sultan has also bestowed upon him the
bilad of al-Hamrab Wayr.

[17] Its boundaries are known [ | anoldbilad and on the westem side is
[18] Umm Birayr and on the eastern side is al-Sharif [ ] [and all
this is for the sake of God Most High, asking for reward in the life
to come, for the day in which ]

[19] neither wealth nor sons suffice, unless one comes to God with
[a secure heart]. The aforementioned forests with their known
boundaries,

[20] and the mentioned [jurif] with their known boundaries, and
the aforementioned bilads with their boundaries all of them have
become a gift of alms and property of al-fagih Madani w. Muhammad
[21] and his descendant, and his descendants’ descendants. Let
no one dispute with them concerning it. Let no troublemaker
interfere with them in it. It is completely free from all shuriir
and subul

[22] and jasara, khasara, ‘ada, ‘ana, nor any of the customary
subul’ We command you peremptorily, all you shaykhs and
muqaddams, and the jarai

[23] who are under them throughout my kingdom, especially in the
[matter of the] aforementioned forest, al-Shaykh ©Aziiza, Shaykh
of Hiish Nasr, the King’s maternal uncle, and in the [matter of the ]

5 Various obligations to the State. Cf. Spaulding and Abu Salim, Public
documents from Sinnar, 20 and Glossary.



38 ANDERS BIGRKELO AND AHMAD IBRAHIM ABU SHOUK

aforementioned jarfs and bilads,

[24] al-Shaykh Jum‘a Karkawi. You, all of you and your jarais,
and whoever may come after you until the hour of resurrection, let
no one of you interfere with this gift of alms.

[25] He who interferes with it after these my words, will expose
himself to destruction. Beware then, beware of disobedience, and
let the disobedient blame none but himself.

[26] [There] witnessed to it:

Shaykh Anqgala w. Yiinis

[the Jundi Muhammad] w. Daraysh, [ ]

[ 1 {w. Badi}, Shaykh of Alays

Shaykh “Abd Allah w. *Awad, Shaykh of al-Taka

[27] Shaykh Sabt w. Haydar, Shaykh of Atbara

Shaykh °Abd al-°Ati w. Shaykh Muhammad Qayli, Shaykh of Bayla
Shaykh Qasim, Shaykh of al-Qarbayn

[28] Shaykh al-Daw w. Arbab, Shaykh of al-Bahr

Shaykh °Ali Karrar w. “Umar, Shaykh of Kurdufal [Kordofan]
Shaykh Muhammad w. Mahmiid, Shaykh of al-Qawwariyya

[29] Shaykh Shanbul w. w. Nawwah, Shaykh of Arbaji

Shaykh Idris w. Nayil mugaddam of al-Sawakira

Sultan Badr son of Sultan Khamis, the Sultan of

[30] Fur of Musabba“at

Sultan Hammad w. Madiba

Sultan Rajab, Sultan of Qimr

Shaykh Hamad w. Badi

[31] Shaykh °Ali w. Hamd Allah [ ]

Shaykh Hasan w. Muftah mugaddam al-‘udda

Malik °Adlan, Malik Bursaj

[and Shaykh Badi]

[32] the mugaddam al-sajjada,

and the gadi Muhammad w. °Abd al-Hayy,

and al-Tayyib w. Walad Nunt,

and the deputy [ ]

[33] w. Nasi,

Arbab [ ] Sulayman w. Mujaywah

°Abd al-Karim Isayd

Arbab °Abd al-Qadir, the son of the physician,
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[34] €Abd al-Salam al-Maghribi [ ]

al-faqgih Balil Humayra

al-hajj “Imran w. al-hajj Sa°id

al-hajj “Abd Allah w. al-Karsani [ ]

(35111

[36] Sa‘id

al-hajj °Abd Allah w. [ ] [and] his brother [ ]
al-faqih ° Abd al-Rahman w. Jabir

al-fagth [Muhammad] {al-A }min al-H{aradabi}
[al-fagih al-Zaki]

[37] w. al-°Ajab

al-fagth Muhammad w. Madani w. ¢Abidi

al-fagth Balul w. Rikabi, a kinsman by marriage of the King,
al-faqih [Anwar w.] °Abd al-Halim al-Magh{ribi},
[38] the man of al-Halfaya, and the fagih

and al-faqth al-Junayd w. Taha

and al-faqih [ ]

[39] [ ] [al-faqih < Abd al-Hadi] [ ]

[40] Dolib and

al-fagih al-Niir w. °Abd al-Qadir [ ]

[41] al-fagth *Umar al-Falati,

al-fagth Ahmad w. al-Na‘im,

al-fagih w. al-°Ajami

[42] The writer of these letters and witness to that is his son [sic]
Ibrahim.? [God is] all-sufficient witness. [ ]

6 Ibrahim was a son of Ya‘qiib “Abd al-Raziq ibn Muhammad Humayra, a
clerk of the Sultan Badi (See Abu Salim, al-Funj wa'l-ard, 50).



