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Introduction

The  present  article  attempts  to  shed  some  light  on  the  life  and

writings  of  Mu˛ammad  fiAbd  al-Ra˛ım  (1878-1966),  who  is

widely  recognized  as  a  great  pioneer  in  the  study  of  Sudanese

history.  He  died  in  19661  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  and  was

buried  in  Omdurman  after  a  long,  fruitful  and  varied  life.  His

life  spanned  three  different  periods  in  the  history  of  the  Sudan,

the  period  of  the  Mahdiyya  (1881-98),  the  Condominium,  when

the  Sudan  was  de  facto  a  British  colony  (1898-1956)  and  the

independent  Sudan.

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım devoted most of his life to the study

of the history and culture of the Sudanese people. He took great

pains to glean information and to collect materials on a wide range

of topics. He was, however, saddened by the ignorance of many

Sudanese of the value of their own historical riches. He regretted the

loss of valuable information through the death of those who kept

them stored in their minds.2

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, however, is considered by some

Sudanese to have been an amateur. His approach and research

1 However, Ma˛jüb fiUmar Bshirı gives the date 1961 in his notice of

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım in Ruwwd al-fikr al-Südnı, Beirut 1991, 334-6.

2 See ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’ in Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, Nafatht al-yarfi fı
’l-adab wa’l-ta√rıkh wa’l-ijtimfi, I, Khartoum: Sharikat al-†abfi wa’l-nashr, jım
and al-Tijnı Yüsuf Bashır, ‘Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Rahim, al-mu√arrikh alladhı

ßanafiathu al-thawra’, al-Fajr, iv, 2, October 1935, 178.
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methods may not have been those of trained or modern-day

historians.3 While Dr. Abü Salım categorizes fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, along

with the Mahdi’s son, fiAlı al-Mahdı, as one of ‘the transmitters’ (or

in a more modern sense, ‘informants’), al-ruwt, sc. of historical

traditions both from his own period and before, Dr. fiAbdullhi fiAlı

Ibrhım regards him simply as a self-taught ‘amateur historian’.4 The

‘traditionalist’ side of fiAbd al-Ra˛ım is nicely illustrated in his

penchant for rhyming titles, save for his lecture series given in Cairo

in 1953, which he published under the ‘modern’ title, Mu˛∂ara fian
al-fiurüba fı ’l-Südn. However he is to be classified, Mu˛ammad

fiAbd al-Ra˛ım’s writings, as they are listed below, both published or

unpublished, represent a rich and valuable resource for historians of

the Sudan. Some time ago, the papers of Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım

were acquired by the National Records Office in Khartoum. They

remain to be sorted and catalogued.5

His life

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım was born on 6 Dhü ’l-˛ijja 1295/1

December 1878 at the village of Karb al-˘abüb, north of al-Ubayyi∂.

His father, fiAbd al-Ra˛ım b. fiAbd al-Ra˛mn b. Sharıf b.

Mu˛ammad belonged to the Dahmashiyya section of the Bidayriyya,

but was born and brought up in Dongola. His mother was F†ima bt.

Sulaymn b. ◊dam b. Hrün b. Bashır, a member of the Hawwra

community in al-Ubayyi∂. She was a descendant of Shaykh Müs al-

Barrad, one of the seven sons of al-Barrad who were all famous for

their piety and learning and whose graves are well known in al-

Ubayyi∂.6

3 See Yüsuf Badrı’s review of Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım’s book al-∑irfi al-
musalla˛ fial ’l-wa˛da fı ’l-Südn, in Majallat al-Khur†üm, 19, 90.

4 See further, fiAbdullhi fiAlı Ibrhım, ‘Sudanese historiography and oral

tradition’ in Ahmed A. Nasr (ed.), Folklore and Development in the Sudan,

Institute of African and Asian Studies, Khartoum 1981, 83-4, and the sources

cited there.

5 It should be noted that publication of the manuscripts described here requires

the permission of the author’s family.

6 fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’, alif.
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At an early age, Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım memorized the

Qur√n with Shaykhs fiAwa∂ al-Karım and fiUthmn w. Qirba al-

Jafialı. In January 1883, after the fall of al-Ubayyi∂, the provincial

capital of the Turco-Egyptian Government in Kordofan, at the hands

of the Mahdi, his father joined the Mahdist cause. Father and son

were with the Mahdist forces as they advanced on to Khartoum, the

capital of the Turco-Egyptian regime. Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım

was seven when he witnessed the siege of Khartoum and its eventual

fall at the hands of the Anßr on 26 January 1885. He mentions in his

writings that he remembered the assault of the city and how Gordon

was killed in the fighting.7

The capture of Khartoum completed the Mahdi’s control over a

great part of the Sudan. The Mahdi did not wish to have Khartoum

as his capital and transferred his headquarters to Omdurman, then a

small village. After a sudden and short illness, the Mahdi died on 22

June 1885. He was succeeded by the Khalifa fiAbdullhi who

continued his master’s plans, especially the aspect of jihd. The

Khalifa sent an expedition against Egypt, which the Mahdi had

planned to send, under the command of fiAbd al-Ra˛mn w. al-

Nujümı. Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım and his father were among the

reinforcements that joined this expeditionary force at its advance

base in Dongola at the beginning of 1889. While in Dongola

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım’s father died after a short illness and was

buried there. Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım remained with the army

and moved with it to Tüshkı where it was defeated by British and

Egyptian troops on 3 August 1889 and its leader Wad al-Nujümı

killed.8

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Rahım was among those Anßr who

7 Al-Tijnı  Yüsuf  Bashır  in  al-Fajr,    October  1935,  177.  On  the  history

of  the  Mahdiyya  see    Nafiüm  Shuqayr,  Ta√rıkh  al-Südn  al-qadım  wa’l-
˛adıth  wa-jughrfıyatuhu,  3  vols.  in  1,  Cairo  1903  (here  the  Beirut

reprint,  1967,  with  continuous  pagination,  is  used);  P.M.  Holt,  The
Mahdist  State  in  the  Sudan,  1881-1898,  2nd  edn,  Oxford  1970,  and

Muhammad  Ibrhım  Abü  Salım,  al-˘araka  al-fikriyya    fı  ’l-mahdiyya,

3rd  edn,  Khartoum  1989.

8 Badrı, Review, 176, and Mu˛ammad Ma˛jüb Mlik, ‘al-Mu√arrikh al-Südnı

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım (1878-1966)’, Majallat al-Khar†üm, July 1966,

33-7.
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survived  the  campaign  and  were  able  to  return  to  the  Mahdist

base  at  ∑awrda,  and  afterwards  to  Dongola.  The  Anßr

remained  on  the  defensive  for  the  next  three  years  before  they

resumed  their  jihdist  activities  against  the  Egyptian  border.  In

1892  Sir  Francis  Grenfell,  the  sirdr  of  the  Egyptian  army  and

who  had  been  its  commander  against  fiAbd  al-Ra˛mn  w.  al-

Nujümı,  handed  over  command  to  Sir  Herbert  Kitchener.  In

March  1896  the  British  Government  suddenly  authorized  an

advance  by  Anglo-Egyptian  forces  into  Dongola.  In  April  1896

Mu˛ammad  fiAbd  al-Rahım,  now  aged  eighteen,  together  with

24  fellow  Anßr,  was  instructed  to  join  the  reinforcements  that

were advancing on to Farka (‘Firket’ in contemporary British

sources). The village was further reinforced against the invaders by

the arrival of Mahdist forces under the command of ˘ammüda Idrıs,

the Mahdist amır at ∑awrda. At that time, the Anglo-Egyptian

forces were engaged in the construction of a railway from Wadi

Halfa to be pushed up the main Nile in order to support their military

activities. The progress of the construction was hampered by the

Anßr based at Farka. On 1 May 1896 Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım

participated in a clash that took place between the Anßr and the

cavalry of the invaders at fiAqabat al-Bant, between Farka and

fiAksha. To put an end to the Mahdist offensive, Kitchener decided

to attack their base at Farka. On 7 June 1896 the Anßr were defeated

after a desperate struggle. Their casualties from the battle numbered

several hundreds, among whom was amır ˘ammüda Idrıs. The sur-

vivors retreated towards Dongola.9

In his autobiography, Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım relates that he

was supposed to participate in the battle of al-˘afır which took place

on 19 September 1896 against the invading army. Shortly before the

fight, however, he, together with ten fellow Anßr, was instructed by

the amır Mu˛ammad Bushra, the Mahdist commander in Dongola,

to escort some of the Sokkot and Ma˛as notables to Omdurman.10

According to Shuqayr, the Mahdists suspected the loyalty of these

9 fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’, alif, and Shuqayr, Ta√rıkh al-Südn,
1202.

10 fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’, alif.
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notables and feared that they might join the invading army.1 1

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım noted that shortly after their arrival at al-

Dabba, two steamers of the invaders reached the village. This

situation forced them to release the captives and to return to

Omdurman across the Bayü∂a desert.12

The Anglo-Egyptian forces, supported by their overwhelmingly

superior firepower, kept advancing southwards and were able to

defeat the Anßr in a series of battles. By the end of September 1896

the whole of Dongola province had been occupied by the invading

forces.

In Omdurman the Khalifa was disheartened by the fall of the

northern province of his state into the hands of the invaders. He

began to withdraw himself from his people and reinforced the group

of his bodyguard known as mulzimün. After Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-

Rahım’s arrival in Omdurman, he was ordered by the Khalifa to join

this force. He remained in the service of the Khalifa until the battle

of Kararı on 2 September 1898. He took part in the battle which

brought about the destruction of the Mahdist state in the Sudan and

the beginning of the Anglo-Egyptian condominium rule (1899-

1955).13

In the opening years of the Condominium, Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-

Ra˛ım was confined to Khartoum hospital for the extraction of a

bullet that had remained in his right thigh since the battle of Kararı.

Then, at the age of twenty, he decided to continue his education, a

matter that he could not pursue during the Mahdiyya because of his

almost continuous involvement in jihd. He began to study a wide

range of topics including fiqh, grammar and tawhıd with a number of

scholars among whom were ∑li˛ fiAlı al-Azharı, Mu˛ammad al-

Bqir b. Ismfiıl al-Walı and ˘asan al-Amın al-∆arır.14 He then

travelled to Egypt and studied at al-Azhar for three months with a

11 Shuqayr, Ta√rıkh al-Südn, 1220.

12 Ibid., and fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’, alif.
13 Shuqayr, Ta√rıkh al-Südn, 1220.

14 Mlik, ‘al-Mu√arrikh al-Südnı’, 34. Mu˛ammad al-Bqir was a son of Ismfiıl

al-Walı, founder of the Ismfiıliyya †arıqa, while ˘asan al-Amın al-∆arır was

presumably a member of the ∆arır family of Tütı Island; see further ALA, I,
240–1 and 54–6.
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number of scholars. His course of study included a number of classic

books on Arabic literature and history like, for example the two

works of al-J˛i÷, al-Bayn wa’l-tabayyun and al-Ma˛sin wa’l-
a∂dd, al-◊mlı15 and the Ta√rıkh and its famous ‘introduction’, the

Muqaddima of Ibn Khaldün. His desire for learning may be seen in

his assertion that he used to spend most of his earnings on books.16

On 26 March 1904 Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım joined the

service of the Anglo-Egyptian Government as an accountant. He

remained in this profession until he retired in 1934.17

His career as historian

The  nature  of  Mu˛ammad  fiAbd  al-Rahım’s  profession  enabled

him  to  travel  widely  throughout  the  Sudan.  Wherever  he

settled,  he  was  concerned  to  gather  and  compile  written  and

oral  information  about  all  aspects  of  the  Sudanese  past  and

present.  In  his  autobiographical  summary  he  describes  why,

how  and  when  he  wrote  some  of  his  books  and  articles.  He

also  states  that  his  interest  in  history  came  as  a  reaction  to  a

book  by  the  Egyptian  soldier  and  captive  of  the  Mahdists,

Ibrhım Fawzı Pasha, entitled al-Südn bayn yaday Ghurdün wa-
Kitshanar.18 He adds that this book betrays its author’s bias and

negative attitudes towards the Sudanese. On 20 February 1920 he

started to write his first book on the history of the Sudan which he

entitled al-Hadiyya fian al-khi†a† al-Südnıyya. This book is still in

manuscript and was based on a combination of both written and oral

15 Either the qaßıda, known also in the Sudan as al-◊ml  and [yaqül al-fiabd] by

Sirj al-Dın b. fiUthmn al-Üshı al-Farghnı, fl. 569/1173-74; see GAL, I, 429,

S I, 764 and Mu˛ammad al-Nür Ibn ∆ayf Allh, Kitb al-†abaqt fı khußüß al-
awliy√ wa’l-ßli˛in wa’l-shufiar√ fı ’l-Südn, ed. Yüsuf Fa∂l ˘asan, 2nd

edn, Khartoum 1974, 102, or the celebrated Amli of Ismfiıl b. al-Qsim al-

Qlı, d. 356/967; GAL, I, 132.

16 Mlik, ‘al-Mu√arrikh al-Südnı’, 34-5.

17 Al-Tijnı Yüsuf Bashır, in al-Fajr, October 1935, 177 gives Mu˛ammad fiAbd

al-Rahım’s date of retirement as 25 April 1934. Mlik, ‘al-Mu√arrikh al-

Südnı’, 34, gives 1946 as the year of his retirement.

18 2 vols., Cairo 1319/1901-2; on the author and his book, see ALA, I, 336–7.
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sources.19 Its style and structure echo the famous al-Khi†a† al-
Tawfıqiyya al-jadıda of the Egyptian writer fiAlı Mubrak Pasha,

itself modelled on al-Maqrızı’s Khi†a†.20

After he was transferred to Kutum in northern Darfur in the

beginning of March 1930, he began to write a number of articles on

Darfur, Wadai and Nigeria. At first he intended to publish them in

newspapers. He, however, dropped the idea and compiled them in

two volumes entitled Nafatht al-yarfi fı ’l-adab wa’l-ta√rıkh wa’l-
ijtimfi.21 It is not clear why the author published only the first

volume in 1936. Since the published volume also contains notices

and extracts of the work of several younger Sudanese poets, its

publication may be linked to the appearance of the literary/political

journals, al-Fajr and al-Nah∂a, at about the same time. The second

volume still exists in manuscript among the author’s papers in the

National Records Office.

In 1933 Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım was asked by C.G. Dupuis,

the then governor of Darfur (1928–35),22 to make an abridged

version of al-Tünisı’s travel book entitled, Tash˛ıdh al-adhhn bi-
sırat bild al-fiArab wa’l-Südn, for use in the schools in both Darfur

and Kasala provinces.23 Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım was critical of

al-Tünisı’s work and told Dupuis of his criticisms. The Governor

was surprised by these comments and sent P.J. Sandison (who served

in Darfur, 1930–35), who was known for his knowledge of Arabic,

to discuss the matter with Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım. Sandison,

however, was convinced when he saw the detailed notes and

corrections made by fiAbd al-Ra˛ım to al-Tünisı’s book.24 He

19 Part of this work may have been published by Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım in

the series of articles entitled ‘al-Südn bayna Ghurdün wa-Kitshanar li-

Ibrhım Fawzı’ that he published in his journal, Umm Durmn; see

bibliography at end.

20 fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Tarjamat al-mu√allif’, jım.

21 Ibid.

22 Dupuis (1886–1940) himself published nothing on Darfur, but was responsible

for the Nayla District Handbook, a work of the highest ethnographic value.

There is a copy in the Sudan Collection, Bergen.

23 On al-Tünisı, see ALA, I, 67–70.

24 A small but valuable collection of P.J. Sandison’s fieldnotes from his service

in Western District, Darfur, are preserved at the Sudan Archive, University of
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conveyed the matter to the Governor who asked Mu˛ammad fiAbd

al-Ra˛ım to write a book based on his own information. Thus,

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım began to write his book al-Durr al-
manthür fı ta√rıkh al-fiArab wa’l-Für.25 This book, which is still in

manuscript, contains rich historical and geographical information

about Darfur.26

Mu˛ammad  fiAbd  al-Ra˛ım’s  loyalty  to  the  Mahdiyya  did

not  weaken  with  time.  He  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  effort

to  writing  a  book  called  Bad√ifi  al-athar  fı  akhbr  al-mahdı
al-munta÷ar.  Like  the  previous  work  this  book  has  not  as  yet

been  published.  It  traces  the  historical  evolution  of  the  idea  of

the  mahdı  in  Islam  until  the  time  of  the  Sudanese  Mahdi.

Mu˛ammad  fiAbd  al-Ra˛ım  gives  much  information  on  the

reasons  for  the  Mahdist  revolution  in  the  Sudan  and  the  causes

of  its  success.  He  also  provides  biographical  notes  on  the

Mahdist  leaders  and  principal  supporters  up  to  the  death  of  the

Mahdi  on  22  June  1885.  The  author  also  gives  a  vivid

description  of  the  Mahdi’s  funeral  in  Omdurman.

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım’s papers contain another manuscript

on the Mahdiyya with the title Tadahwur al-mahdiyya. It attempts to

examine the reasons behind the deterioration of the Mahdist state

and its eventual downfall.

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım was sympathetic to the nascent

Sudanese nationalism of the early 1920s. He wrote a book which

was published in 1930s entitled al-∑irfi al-musalla˛ fial ’l-wa˛da fı
’l-Südn. It deals with the national movement of 1924 which is

considered by historians as a turning point in the modern history of

the Sudan. The book also provides biographical summaries of the

movement’s leaders.

Another useful work by Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım is his

published book Mu˛∂ara fian al-fiurüba fı ’l-Südn, which was

presented by the author as a public lecture at the Society of the

Young Arabs (Rbi†at al-shubbn al-fiarab) in Cairo in 1935. The

Durham.

25 Mlik, ‘al-Mu√arrikh al-Südnı’, 36.

26 See the brief note in R.S. O’Fahey, State and Society in Dr Für, London

1980, 187.
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Mu˛∂ara  is enriched by numerous photographs of notable

Sudanese of the time.27 During his stay in Cairo Mu˛ammad fiAbd

al-Ra˛ım collected a considerable body of archival information on

the Sudan during the Turco-Egyptian rule. He incorporated this

information in a manuscript entitled Ri˛lat al-ri˛alt al-Mißriyya fı-
m kutiba qadıman fian al-aqlım al-Südniyya. This manuscript

gives quotations from and discusses the journey of the Egyptian

medical doctor Mu˛ammad Niyzı to the Sudan in 1282/1865-6. It

also provides information on the taxation system, tribal wars and

various aspects of life in the Turco-Egyptian Sudan. This work

appears not have been used by specialists writing on the Turco-

Egyptian period.

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım produced another valuable

manuscript under the name Mawsüfiat al-shakhßiyyt al-Südniyya
min aqdam al-fiußür ˛att al-fiahd al-akhır (manuscript in NRO).
This is a sort of biographical dictionary of Sudanese personalities

from earliest times until the 1960s. Finally, another important

collection of largely oral traditions, especially from Kordofan, is his

al-Nid√ fı daffi al-iftir√ (Cairo 1371/1953). It also includes the first,

and so far the only extended account in Arabic, of the life and

activities of one of the most influential Sudanese of this century,

A˛mad Mu˛ammad Surkitti (1875-6 to 1943)—influential, not in his

homeland, but in Indonesia.28

This by no means exhausts all the works of Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-

Ra˛ım. We have attempted below to list all those known to be

extant, whether in manuscript or published. Even those works that

Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım published are now extremely rare books,

while his manuscript works have hardly been exploited by later

historians at all.

27 The originals of some of these photographs as well as many others are among

his papers in the NRO.

28 See further, R.S. O’Fahey and M.I. Abü Salım, ‘A Sudanese in Indonesia: a

note on Ahmad Muhammad Surkitti’, Indonesia Circle, 59 & 60, Nov. 1992–

March 1993, 68–72.
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The writings of Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım

Manuscripts

All the following, except where noted, are deposited in the National

Records Office, Khartoum.

1. Amthl al-˛a∂ar wa’l-bawdı bi-lahjt sukkn al-wdı.
On the back of his al-∑irfi al-musalla˛, fiAbd al-Ra˛ım gives a list of

forthcoming works; here he glosses Amthl, huwa min amthl al-
Südniyyın wa’l-Mißriyyın wa’l-fiarab qadıman bi-lahajt mukhtalifa.

2. Bad√ifi al-athar fı akhbr al-mahdı al-munta÷ar.

Glossed, arbfia ajz√ bi’l-˛ajm al-kabır wa-muzayyan bi’l-ßuwar: ‘In

four large volumes, embellished with illustrations’.

3. al-Durr al-manthür fı ta√rıkh al-fiArab wa’l-Für.
4. Faw∂ ’l-ni÷m wa-sü√ idrat al-˛ukkm.

Glossed, juz√n fian al-÷alama wa’l-mustabiddın bi’l-i∂ra fı ’l-
Südn min qadım al-zamn: ‘Two volumes on oppressors and tyrants

in the administration of the Sudan since ancient times’.

5. al-Hadiyya fian al-khi†a† al-Südniyya.

6. Iqmt al-dalıl fial wa˛dat wdı ’l-Nıl.
Glossed, fian qab√il al-Südn wa’ttißl bi-nasabih bi-fiarab Mißr
mafia dhikr al-fidt wa’l-lugha wa’l-akhlq wa’l-khurft.

7. al-fiIqd al-na÷ım fı jughrfiyyat al-aqlım.
8. Athyübiy ’l-jadıda.

9. al-La√lı al-˛isn fı sham√il ahl al-Südn.
10. Mawsüfiat al-shakhßiyyt al-Südniyya min aqdam al-fiußür

˛att al-fiahd al-akhır.

11. al-Musmart fı ’l-db wa’l-ta√rıkh wa’l-…
12. Nafatht al-yarfi fı ’l-adab wa’l-ta√rıkh wa’l-ijtimfi. Vol. 1,

publ. Khartoum 1936; vol. 2, MS.

13. Ri˛lat al-ri˛alt al-Mißriyya fı-m kutiba qadıman fian al-
aqlım al-Südniyya.

14. Tadahwur al-mahdiyya.

15. Yawmiyytuh.

His diaries—from the 1930s up to 1960.



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF A SUDANESE HISTORIAN 135

Publications

(a) Books

16. Mu˛∂ara fian al-fiurüba fı ’l-Südn. Khartoum 1935.

16a. Nafatht al-yarfi fı ’l-adab wa’l-ta√rıkh wa’l-ijtimfi. Vol. 1,

publ. Khartoum, 1936; see above for vol. 2.

17. al-Nid√ fı daffi al-iftir√. Cairo 1371/1953.

18. al-∑irfi al-musalla˛ fial al-wa˛da fı ’l-Südn, aw al-˛aqıqa
fian ˛awdith. Cairo n.d.

(b) Articles

Between 1936–37, Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım published a journal,

Umm Durmn, of which ten issues appeared.29 In the following list,

all articles are from Umm Durmn, unless otherwise indicated.

19. ‘Kayr’, vi, November 1936, 186-8.

The title refers presumably to the dynasty in Darfur.

20. ‘Kinın’, viii (recte vii), December 1937 (recte 1936), 253–5.

‘Kinın’ is the local name for a group of Tuareg and their slaves who

took refuge in Darfur from the French during the reign of Sultan fiAlı

Dınr (1898–1916). In 1933 many returned to Mali and Chad, but a

small settlement remained near al-Fshir.

21. ‘Mamlakat al-Musabbafit’, iii, October 1936, 79-81, and iv,

October 1936, 97-8.

There is a MS. of all or part of this article in the papers of Rev. Dr.

A.J. Arkell (Batch 2, box 10, file 48, ff. 172-5; School of Oriental and

African Studies, London).30

29 The following is based on Qsim fiUthmn Nür, Maßdir al-dirst al-
Südniyya bi’l-majallt wa’l-dawriyyt al-Südniyya, I , 1931–1967,

Khartoum 1970.

30 Arkell was Deputy Governor of Darfur, 1932-37, and presumably obtained it

there from the author. It is perhaps worth noting that this article was not

known to O’Fahey and Spaulding when they published their article, ‘Hshim

and the Musabbafit’, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and Oriental Studies,

xxxv, 2, 1972, 316-33. fiAbd al-Rahım gives valuable oral information on the

dynastic history of the Musabbafit that is at variance in several details with

the reconstruction by O’Fahey and Spaulding.
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22. ‘Mu˛ammad fiAli Bsh’, ii, September 1936, 34-6; iii,

October 1936, 25-8; iv, October 1936, 107-9; v, November

1936, 140-3; vi, November 1936, 167-70; vii, December 1936,

200-2; viii, January 1937, 225-6, and ix, January 1937, 257-60.

23. ‘Mu˛ammad Amın Bash’, ii, September 1936, 37-9.

A biographical notice of Mu˛ammad al-Amın, a Turco-Egyptian

soldier who governed in the Sudan between 1843 and 1846.

24. ‘Siysat al-filam’, viii, January 1937, 245-7.

25. ‘al-Südn bayna Ghurdün wa-Kitshanar li-Ibrhım Fawzı’, iv,

October 1936, 111–14; v, November 1936, 132-3; vi,

November 1936, 162–3; vii, December 1936, 194–6; viii,

January 1937, 228-31; ix, January 1937, 261–4, and x,

February 1937, 289–92.

This series of articles is presumably linked to the MS. al-Hadiyya
fian al-khi†a† al-Südnıyya:

26. ‘al-Südn min al-ta√rıkh al-qadım il ’l-ri˛la al-bafithiyya al-

Mißriyya’, iii, October 1936, 99-102; v, November 1936, 129-

31; vi, November 1936, 164-7; vii, December 1936, 196-200;

viii, January 1937, 231-4; ix, January 1937, 264-7, and x,

February 1937, 292-5.

This is probably an extended review of fiAbd Allh ˘usayn, al-Südn
min al-ta√rıkh al-qadım il ’l-ri˛la al-bafithiyya al-Mißriyya, Cairo

1935, 3 vols.

27. ‘al-Tj al-barı†nı’, vii, December 1936, 210-12.

28. ‘Takhfı∂ ujür al-naql li’l-ßa˛˛fiyyın’, v, November 1936, 153-

4.

29. ‘al-Ta√rıkh wa’l-jughrfıy’, al-Nah∂a, xvi, January 1932, 8-

10, & xviii, January 1932, 4-5.

On the medieval Arab geographers and the Sudan.

30. ‘Al-Zanj’, 3 October 1936, 85-8.


