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THE WRITINGS OF NASIRU KABARA (MUHAMMAD AL-
NASIR AL-KABARD)*

ROMAN LOIMEIER

Introduction

Muhammad al-Nasir b. Muhammad al-Mukhtar b. Muhammad
Nagir al-Din al-Kabari (known generally as Nasiru Kabara),
currently one of the best known Islamic scholars in northern
Nigeria, was born on 5 Shawwal 1344/18 April 1925 in the small
village of Guringawa near Kano.! His great-grandfather originally
came from Kabara, the harbour of Timbuktu on the river Niger.
From there he emigrated to Hausaland at the end of the eighteenth
century. After the jihad of ‘Uthman b. Fudi (1804-8) he came to
Kano where he was given a piece of land opposite the Emir’s
palace. This plot became what is today known as ‘Unguwar
Kabara’—the Kabara Quarter—one of the famous centres of
learning in Kano.

Nasiru Kabara’s education was supervised by his uncle
Ibrahim Ahmad al-Kanawi Natsughtini, who was one of the
outstanding scholars of the early twentieth century in Kano. He

* This article is based on field work conducted in Nigeria between 1986 and
1988 funded by the ‘German Research Foundation’. John Hunwick has added a
number of bibliographical details from manuscripts and locally published
editions of Nasiru Kabara’s works held at the Melville J. Herskovits Library
of Africana, Northwestern University.

1 For the biography of Nasiru Kabara, and a literary analysis of his works,
especially his poems, see Shehu Usman Kabara, ‘Shakhsiyyat al-shaykh
Muhammad al-Nasir Kabara wa-adabuhu’, M.A. thesis, University of
Khartoum, 1981; Halilu Sa®id, ‘Shehu Muhammad Nasiru Kabara’, paper
presented to the ‘Table-ronde sur les agents religieux en Afrique tropicale’,
Paris, 1983.
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served as a religious counsellor to four different emirs of Kano
(Aliyu Baba, Abbas, Usman and Abdullahi Bayero) and was one
of the most important members of the Qadiriyya Stufi brotherhood
in this town. He initiated his pupil Nasiru Kabara into two
different branches of the brotherhood, the Kuntiyya and the Ahl
al-bayt, which was established by Usuman dan Fodio. After
completing his studies in the late 1940s, Nasiru Kabara concen-
trated on the unification of the Qadiriyya in Kano under his
leadership.

In 1937 he had received an ijaza for the Qadiriyya-
Sammaniyya from Shaykh Abi ’l-Hasan al-Sammani and in 1949
he established direct personal contact with the Sammaniyya in the
Sudan. In this way he could act as the local leader (mugaddam) of
the Qadiriyya-Sammaniyya in Kano and stress his claim to
spiritual leadership of the Qadiriyya. The break-through came in
1953 when Nasiru Kabara travelled together with the Kano
business tycoon Sanusi Dantata to the centre of the Qadiriyya in
Baghdad. There he met the formal leader of the brotherhood, the
Grand Khalifa (al-khalifa al-akbar al-‘arsh al-ghawth al-‘azim)
Shaykh Ibrahim Sayf al-Din al-Jilani, who appointed Nasiru
Kabara the leader of the Qadiriyya in West Africa.2 After his visit
to Baghdad Nasiru Kabara was able to unite all branches of the
Qadiriyya in Kano under his authority by 1956. Thereafter he
worked to expand his movement outside Kano, first within
northern Nigeria, and in the 1960s and 1970s in southern Nigeria
and in other parts of West Africa.3 In 1978 he was accepted as

2 It is not known whether Shaykh Sayf al-Din really gave Nasiru Kabara an
ijaza for leadership of the Qadiriyya in West Africa or whether Nasiru Kabara
merely claimed such authority after his visit to Baghdad. The important issue
was, however, that he had actually met the formal leader of the brotherhood.
In this way he was able to shorten his spiritual link (silsila) to the centre of
the brotherhood and could claim to have a direct and personal connection
with the overall leadership of the brotherhood. Henceforth if anyone in
northern Nigeria sought a connection to the spiritual centre of the
brotherhood, he had to come first to Nasiru Kabara and submit to his
authority.

3 Today Nasiru Kabara claims to have local representatives (mugaddamiin) not
only in West African countries, but also in Tanzania, Pakistan, Jordan, Great
Britain and the former Soviet Union.
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leader of the Qadiriyya for the whole of Nigeria by the amir al-
mu’minin of all Nigerian Muslims, the Sultan of Sokoto Abu Bakr,
and during the celebrations for the mawlid of Abd al-Qadir in
1987 Nasiru Kabara was finally proclaimed leader of the
Qadiriyya for the whole of Africa by Shaykh Sayf al-Din of
Baghdad.*

In his long career as a religious scholar Nasiru Kabara has
written a number of theological and historical pamphlets and
books as well as many poems. Many of his works concentrate on
the history of the Qadiriyya and its development in Kano. Another
major topic of his writings is the defence and legitimation of
certain rites of the Qadiriyya like the celebration of the mawlid of
°Abd al-Qadir or the use of the bandiri drums in the dhikr of the
Qadiriyya. Various estimates of the total number of his works
have been given. Ibrahim Tahir speaks of 77 ‘books’,5 Halilu
Sa®id estimates there are about 150,06 A.F. Ahmad gives the
number as 200,7 while Shehu Usman Kabara claims in the
introduction to Nasiru Kabara’s al-Nastha al-sartha (Kano 1972),
that he wrote 150 ‘books’ and over a thousand poems. My own
efforts have produced a list of 117 titles, published and
unpublished.8 His major theological work is without doubt his
Tafsir, while his Hausa translation of the Qur’an was in press in

4 The Sultan of Sokoto presented Nasiru Kabara with the ‘sword of the army of
Usuman dan Fodio’. He should lead the Qadiriyya in Nigeria against the
‘fundamentalist” movement of the ‘Yan Izala’ (Shehu Usman Kabara, personal
communication, 3 March 1988).

5 See Ibrahim Tahir, ‘Scholars, Sufis, Saints and Capitalists in Kano, 1904-
1974, Ph. D. thesis, Cambridge University, 1975, 153.

6 Op. cit.

7 See A.F. Ahmad, ‘The Qadiriyyah and its impact in Nigeria’, Ph. D. thesis,
University of Ibadan, 1986, 212.

8 During my stay in Kano Nasiru Kabara personally gave me a number of his
own works. In the Kurmi market of the old city of Kano as well as at
bookstalls in front of Nasiru Kabara’s residence, I managed to buy other
booklets written by him. Finally, I was able to obtain many titles from the
thesis of Shehu Usman Kabara. Apart from these works he has written a
number of pamphlets which were, however, never published but simply
distributed among his followers in handwritten copies.
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Libya in 1989.9 His most important programmatic work,
however, is his al-Nastha al-sartha, a reply to Abt Bakr Gummi’s
attack on the Sufi brotherhoods, al-°Agida al-sahiha bi-
muwadafaqat al-shari‘a (Kano 1972).

List of Works
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9 In late 1986 the Libyans established contact with Nasiru Kabara through Dr
Salim Warfalli, a leading member of the Jam‘iyyat al-da®wat al-islamiyya, the
Libyan version of the Muslim World League (Rabitat al-‘alam al-islami) in
Mecca. Since then, an official Libyan delegation of the Jam‘iyya visited
Nigeria in late 1987 and in early 1988 Nasiru Kabara himself travelled to
Libya where he met Mu®ammar al-Qadhdhafi. The Libyans have promised to
publish not only his Tafsir, but in fact an edition of his complete works
(Shehu Usman Kabara, personal communication, 23 February 1987).
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10 NU/Paden = John Naber Paden Collection of Arabic Manuscripts, Melville J.

Herskovits Library of Africana, Northwestern University.



170

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.
41.

ROMAN LOIMEIER

Futihat rabb al-mashrig wa ’l-maghrib fi Qadiriyyat al-
mashariq wa ’l-magharib. MS.

al-Futihat al-Rahmaniyya fi ’l-ma’athir al-Fudawiyya al-
‘Uthmaniyya. MS.

al-Futihat al-Rahmaniyya fi ’l-mandqib al-Uthmaniyya.
MS.

al-Futihat al-Wudidiyya fi sharh al-kafiyya al-‘Atigiyya fi
'I-dhikr wa-adabiha. Comm. on poem by the Kano Tijani
scholar Abtu Bakr °Atiq. MS.

al-Hajj al-wadih fi mukhtasar Hidayat al-nasik fi ’l-manasik
‘ala madhhab al-imam Malik. MS.

Hayhalunna ila ’l-wasaya la tarakununna. MS.

Hidayat al-awfiya’ fi nazm wa-nathr asma’ rusul al-anbiya’.
MS.

Hidayat al-murid al-salik. On the different branches of
Stfism. MS.

Ida’at al-bilad bi-anwar al-mi‘ad. Edition of the diwan of
Suff poems of Muhammad al-Manzili al-Ttnisi. Publ. Zaria:
Gaskiya Corpn., n.d. (Copies in NU/Paden, 386, 416).
Ida’at al-bilad bi-hagigat al-mi‘ad. On the truths of the
Qadiriyya. Publ. Kano, n.d.

Ihsan al-Mannan fi ibraz khabaya al-Qur’an. A tafsir and
translation of the first four siiras of the Qur°an into Hausa.
MS.

Ighathat al-“ibad bi-haqigat al-mi‘ad. On the dhikr of the
Qadiriyya. Publ. Kano, 1947.

Ighathat al-‘ibad fi kayfiyyat al-mi‘ad. On the meetings of
the Qadiriyya. MS.

al-Imdadat al-gawiyya fi ’l-mazarat al-Kanawiyya. MS.
Ithaf al-ahya’. MS.

Ithaf al-khal@’iq bi-haqiqat al-tariga al-Qadiriyya wa-asma’
al-tara’iq. A general work on the Qadiriyya and other
brotherhoods and the founder of the Qadiriyya, ‘Abd al-
Qadir al-Jilani, the dhikr of the order and its branches
throughout the world. Abridged from the Da’irat al-ma‘arif
of Butrus al-Bustani. Publ. Cairo 1948.



43.

44.

45.

46.

47.
48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

64.

THE WRITINGS OF NASIRU KABARA 171

Jabr al-khatir fi dhikr shuyiikh al-faqir Muhammad al-Nasir
ft tariq al-shaykh °Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani. MS written in
1971.

Jala’ al-basar fi tarjamat al-shaykh malam Kabara. A
treatise about the author’s grandfather. MS.

Jawaz ta‘addud al-zawjat wa-man‘ihinna min khurij li-
ghayr dariira. MS.

al-Ka’s al-dihaq fi ma ukhidha fi ‘alam al-dhii min ‘ahd wa-
mithaq. MS.

al-Ka’s al-dihaq fi mu‘tarak al-ashwaq. MS.

al-Khabar al-tawaturi fi tarjamat Abii ’lI-Hasan al-Shadhili.
MS.

Khasa’is sayyidina ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani. MS.

Khulasat al-tahrir fi dhikr al-anfas wa ’I-bandir. MS.
al-Kisan al-haniyya fi ’l-tariga al-Qadiriyya. MS.

Kashf al-baraqi® min anwar al-sawati‘. MS.

al-Ku’is al-wuddiyya fi sharh al-fusis al-ghubiyya. A
collection of the miracles of °Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani. MS.
al-Ma‘had al-ma’niis fi damm mawadd al-Lisan al-‘arabi ila
gamiis. MS.

Manzima kifayat al-nabi. Publ. Zaria 1969.

Manziama li-asma’ al-nabi. Publ. Kano: Northern Maktabat
Press, 1968.

Magabis al-anwar wa ’l-barakat fi tarjamat sayyidi al-imam
al-Jazali. Biography of Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Jazuli
(d. c. 1465), ‘patron saint’ of the Jaziiliyya branch of the
Shadhiliyya tariga. MS.

Mawakib al-Qadiriyya fi ’l-shawari® al-Kanawiyya. On the
mawlid procession of the Qadiriyya in Kano. MS.
al-Mawarid al-haniyya fi gharar (ghawr) al-magasid al-
nahwiyya. MS.

al-Mawarid al-safiyya fi ’l-tariga al-Qadiriyya. MS.

Minhat al-Fattah fi ma yahtaj ilayhi ’l-suyyah. MS.

Mi‘raj al-bidaya ila abwab al-bidaya fi ’l-salat ala ashraf
al-makhliugat. MS.

al-Misk al-adhfar fi tajrid asma’ ashab al-nabi al-akram.
MS.

Mukhtasar kitab Ibn ‘Abidin mufti al-Malikiyya. MS.



172

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.
71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

7.

78.

79.

ROMAN LOIMEIER

al-Mu‘rib ‘an nasab ashraf al-‘arab. A small work on the
Prophet. MS.

Naf* al-‘ibad bi-haqiqat al-mi‘ad fi madinat Baghdad. Publ.
Kano: Native Authority Press, 1375/1955 (Copy in
NU/Paden, 390). On the Qadiriyya ‘caliphate’ in history.
Naf° al-‘ibad fi kayfiyyat al-mi‘ad [bi-] dar al-shaykh bi-
Baghdad. On the wazifa of the Qadiriyya as practised in
Baghdad. MS.

al-Nafahat al-mawlawiyya al-Nasiriyya fi jannat al-
mahyawiyya al-Qadiriyya. MS.

al-Nafahat al-Nasiriyya fi ’I-tariga al-Qadiriyya. Publ. Zaria:
NORLA, 1958 (Copy in NU/Paden, 389). An attack on the
Tijaniyya in which the author argues that it is not permissible
to leave the Qadiriyya. It also deals, in its eight chapters with
the unity of the Sufi brotherhoods, the branches of the
Qadiriyya, the obligation to practice dhikr, the founder °Abd
al-Qadir al-Jilani and the rites of the Qadiriyya.

al-Nafathat al-aqdasiyya fi ’l-shatahat al-Jilaniyya. MS.
al-Nastha al-sartha fi ’l-radd ‘ala ’l-‘Aqida al-sahiha. Publ.
Kano: Zawiyat Kabara, 1972. Nasiru Kabara’s reply to Abu
Bakr Gummi’s al-‘Aqgida al-sahtha bi-muwafaqat al-shari‘a.
Nubdha latifa. MS, written in 1979.

Nusrat al-Qadir fi ahkam al-dhikr bi ’I-bandir. MS.

Nusrat al-Qadir fi dhikr adillat al-bandir. MS.

Nusrat al-Qadir fi tahqiq al-bandir. MS,written in 1949.
al-Qanabil al-dhurriyya fi ’l-radd ‘ala ‘Isa al-Wali al-
haddam li-sunnat al-hijab. Reply to a polemical article about
polygamy in the newspaper The Citizen. MS.

Qam°® al-fasad fi tafdil al-sadl ‘ala ’l-qabd fi hadhihi ’l-
bilad. In defence of the practice of leaving the arms loose at
the side rather than clasped across the stomach during salat.
MS, written 1956.

Qarabin al-igtirab. A work about “Abd al-Qadir and his
companions. MS.

Qasida ba’iyya fi madh al-nabi. MS. Text in Abu Bakr, al-
Thagafa al-‘arabiyya, 603-21.



80.

81.

82.

83.

84.
85.

86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.

94.
95.

96.
97.

98.

THE WRITINGS OF NASIRU KABARA 173

Qasida ha’iyya fi madh al-nabi. Publ. in Abu Bakr, al-
Thaqafa al-‘arabiyya, 618-21. In defence of certain Sufi
practices.

al-Qasida al-mubaraka. Publ. Kano: Adebola Press, 1964.
al-Qawl al-mayyas fi takfir al-mukaffirin wa-tafsiq al-qiyas.
Treatise against those who use giyas for interpretation of the
Qur’an. MS.

al-Radd al-muhkam bi-a‘lawiyyat magam al-shaykh al-
akbar ‘ala ’l-ghawth al-a‘zam. MS.

Rahmat Allah fi sharh da‘wat al-ghawth ila ’llah. MS.
al-Rashha al-kubra fi munfarijat al-aqtab. On the four
‘poles’, al-Ghazali, al-Qurashi, al-Nabulsi and al-Bakri. MS.
R. fi ’l-istinja’. MS.

R. fi ’l-dhabb ‘an sayyidina Misa ‘ala nabiyyina. MS.

R. fi gira’at <a’andhartahum>. MS.

R. fi ’l-radd ‘ala man yaqul anna ’llaha ta‘ala khalaqa
nafsahu bi-nafsihi. MS.

R. fi wujiad al-murabbin tarbiya hagqiqiyya ila yawm al-
giyama. MS.

R. al-Kabariyya fi ’l-tariga al-Qadiriyya al-‘Irdagiyya. On
performance of the dhikr. MS.

R. latifa fi dhikr al-adilla ‘ala shu’in mawakib al-Qadiriyya
al-Saniisiyya. On the processions of the Sanusiyya. MS.

R. al-musafaha. MS.

al-Riyad al-bazawiyya fi ’l-mawa‘“id al-Qadiriyya. MS.

Sabil al-janna fi ’l-tarbiya bi ’l-tariga al-Qadiriyya al-
mabniyya ‘ala ’l-kitab wa ’l-sunna. A work on figh, tawhid
and tasawwuf. MS.

Salsabil al-sunna. MS.

Subuhat al-anwar min suhubat al-asrar. A diwan of the
poems of Nasiru Kabara compiled by al-hajj Yusuf b. “Abd
Allah al-Makrari, al-Kanawi al-Wangari. Publ. Kano: M. al-
Amiriyya, n.d. (Copy in NU/Paden, 415).

Sulafat al-arwah. A list of Qadiri communities following the
authority of Nasiru Kabara. MS.



174

99.

100.

101.
102.
103.

104.
105.
106.
107.

108.

109.

110.
111.

112.
113.
114.
115.

116.

117.

ROMAN LOIMEIER

Sulalat al-miftah min minah al-Fattah. Vers. of M. Bello’s
Miftah al-sadad fi dhikr al-awliya’ al-khawass al-afrad.
Written 23 Dhu ’1-Qa®da 1369/6 September 1950. Publ.
Kano; Adebola Press, 1965 (Copy in NU/Paden, 366).

al-Sullam al-mu‘in fi tarig M@’ al-‘Aynayn. On the ‘Way’
of the western Saharan QadirT shaykh Ma° al-°Aynayn (d.
1910). MS.

Sharh Fath al-Qadir i ’l-shaykh Adam na-Ma’aji. MS.

Sharh qasida li ’I-shaykh al-Manzili. MS.

Shanf al-jawari fi ‘ilm al-tawhid ‘ala madhhab al-
‘Asha’ira. MS.

Shu’un al-Qadiriyya min bayn al-turuq al-siifiyya. MS.

Tadris I1dris kayfa tudrab banadir al-khandaris. MS.

Tafsir al-Qur’an al-karim. Publ. Tripoli 1989.

Tansim al-riyad min nasim akhbar al-gadi ‘lyad.
Biography of the gadi ‘Iyad b. Misa al-Sabti (d. 1149), a
celebrated Maliki jurisprudent. MS.

Tanfis al-jullas fi ’l-dhikr bi ’l-bandir wa ’l-anfas. MS.

Ta‘rif ‘Adnan bi-jam‘iyyat Qadiriyyat al-Sidan. MS. On
the Qadiriyya in the Sudan.

Tariq al-najat fi igamat al-salat. Publ. Kano 1968.

Tashil al-amani fi sharh ‘Awamil al-Jurjani. Comm. on al-
‘Awamil al-mi’a of °Abd al-Qahir b. “Abd al-Rahman al-
Jurjani (d. 471/1078). On Arabic grammar. See GAL, I, 287,
S, 1, 503. MS.

al-Taswif fi sharh qasidat <Ya man tafa’fa’a ’l-taf’>. MS.

al-Tawstlayn al-‘azimayn. MS.

al-Tibr al-masbiik fi kayfiyyat al-sulitk al-Qadiriyya. MS.

al-Tuhfa al-Nasiryya fi ta‘addud ashab sayyidina ‘Abd al-
Qadir al-Jilant. MS.

Yawagqit al-silat fi tahqiq mawdagqit al-salat. Publ. Kano
1986.

Zad al-musdfir ila ’l-malik al-Qadir. MS.



