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A HITHERTO ‘UNKNOWN’ DARFUR KING-LIST*

R.S. O’FAHEY

My colleague here in Bergen, Ahmad Abu Shouk, has drawn my

attention to a Darfur king-list undiscovered by me printed in a

book in my possession for the last twenty-five years—truly an

fiayb for the present writer! The book in question is fiAbd al-fiAzız

Amın fiAbd al-Majıd, al-Tarbiya fı ’l-Südn (3 vols., Cairo 1949).

Volume 3 comprises a series of documents, interviews, and extracts

from other works, the bulk of them being Turco-Egyptian official

documents, illustrative of the themes discussed in the first two

volumes, basically the history of indigenous and colonial education

in the Turkiyya period (1820-85) and before.

Volume 3, pp. 191-2 reprints a copy of letter received by the

Arabic Diwan of the central chancery of the Turco-Egyptian state

in Cairo. What follows below is the text and annotated translation

of this letter.

What is interesting about the king-list that makes up most of

the letter is that it is in effect another presentation of a Musabbafiwı

view of Darfur’s history. The Musabbafit are presented in Sudanese

historiography as an offshoot of the Darfur royal dynasts, the

Keira, who over several generations attempted to carve out for

themselves a kingdom à la mode Sinnr or Darfur in Kordofan,

but who failed. This failure has been discussed at some length in

Sudanic Africa, 6, 1995,  157-169

* I hope, as time and opportunity allow, to follow the present article with a

study of another compilation of Musabbafit tradition, unknown to Jay

Spaulding and the present writer when we wrote the article noted below (n

1), namely Mu˛ammad fiAbd al-Ra˛ım, ‘Mamlakat al-Musabbafit’, Umm
Durmn, iii, October 1936, 79-81, and iv, October 1936, 97-8. There is a

copy in Bergen. I am grateful to Ahmad Abu Shouk and Knut S. Vikør for

help with the translation.

1 O’Fahey and Spaulding, ‘Hshim and the Musabbafit’, Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies, xxxv/2, 1972, 316-33.

an article by the present writer and Jay Spaulding.
1 The most
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detailed record in any language of the Musabbafit endeavour in

Kordofan and their conflicts with Darfur and Sinnr is that recorded

by two French travellers, E. de Cadalvène and J. de Breuvery,

L’Egypte et la Nubie (2 vols., Paris 1841, ii, 197-215). An annotated

translation of these pages was published some time ago by the

present writer.
2

Cadalvène and Breuvery give two sources for their history of

Kordofan; notes from a French Orientalist-cum-traveller, Mathieu-

Auguste Koenig (d. 1865) who visited Kordofan in 1825, but

who unfortunately left no real account of his travels, and Tayma

al-Musabbafiwı, a member of the Musabbafit ruling clan, who

after an adventurous life of intrigue in Darfur and Kordofan,

ended up as a pensioner of the Turco-Egyptian government in

al-Ubayyi∂, but who spent some time in Cairo, where Cadalvène

and Breuvery met him.

In the earlier article I speculated that Koenig’s notes were a

précis of some kind of written Musabbafiwı chronicle,
3 a spec-

ulation I repeated in ALA, I, 49-50. In fact, A.E. Robinson, an

official during the Condominium who wrote amateur and often

unreliable historical studies of the Sudan, asserts that Koenig was

indeed given a manuscript chronicle of Kordofan while at al-

Ubayyi∂ in 1824 and suggests that this may be in the fiAbdın

Archives.
4 The present king-list/chronicle may support my earlier

speculation, since it gives, albeit more briefly, a version of Musab-

bafit and Keira history that is virtually identical to that in Cadalvène

and Breuvery and is at some distance from other king-lists and

2 ‘Kordofan in the Eighteenth Century’, Sudan Notes and Records, liv,

1973, 32-42.

3 ‘Kordofan’, 33.

4 Letter from A.E. Robinson, Sudan Notes and Records, vii, 1924, 198, and

idem, ‘The Arab dynasty of Dar For’, Journal of the (Royal) African
Society, xxvii, 108, July 1928, 357. Robinson’s papers at the Sudan Archive,

University of Durham, contain a mass of unpublished and unpublishable

typescripts on all aspects of the Sudan’s history.

5 Most of the various Darfur king-lists, from the travel literature and

Condominium sources, are brought together as an appendix in my

accounts.
5
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No source is named in the present version except that it was

collected from the ‘knowledgeable (mimman lahum dirya) among

the people and faqıhs of Darfur about the family (fmiliyya) of

their amır.’ A week after the battle of Manawshı, in the first

days of November 1874, al-Zubayr entered al-Fshir; a few days

later the ̨ ikimdr Ismfiıl Ayyüb Pasha (governed 1873-76) arrived,

to claim the new conquest for his master in Cairo—the account

given below carefully screens out al-Zubayr. Ismfiıl was to stay

in Darfur for nearly one and a half years organising the adminis-

tration of the new province and quarrelling with al-Zubayr, who

left for Cairo in mid-1875.
6

The present account is couched in the form of a letter from

Ismfiıl to Cairo, so he may well have collected it himself. He

need not have gone very far from al-Fshir to find a Musabbafit

settlement, since a few kilometres to the east of the town is the

old-established Musabbafit settlement of Jugo Jugo.
7

The report has been sanitized for Egyptian consumption, as

is clear from the use of amır, ̨ kim and the like; nowhere are the

Darfur rulers called ‘sultan’, their own designation in Arabic.

Implicit in the account is a denial of the legitimacy of Keira rule.

As regards the authenticity of the account, unfortunately, there

is another possibility; Richard Hill notes
8
 that Ismfiıl was report-

unpublished Ph.D. thesis, The Growth and Development of the Keira
Sultanate of Dr Für, University of London 1972, 82-9.

6 For a detailed account of al-Zubyar and Ismfiıl in Darfur, see G. Douin,

Histoire de Règne du Khedive Ismaïl, Cairo, 3 vols., iii A, L’Empire
Africain, 1933-41, 399-504.  Interestingly, the only Turkiyya document

found in Darfur is a sijill dated 30 Rabıfi I 1292/6 May 1875 of a land-dispute

heard before the ˛ikimdr (DF 12.3/1, Bergen Collection, Centre for Middle

Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of Bergen). It is written in a

sultanic style, not Egyptian bureaucratic.

7 Unfortunately, the otherwise excellent collection of Musabbafit traditions

and folklore collected by ◊dam al-Zayn contains no general account of

Musabbafit history, but only detailed traditions of the group at Jugo Jugo;

see ◊dam al-Zayn, al-Turth al-shafibı li-qabılat al-Musabbafit, Silsila
dirst fı ’l-turth al-Südnı, no. 10, University of Khartoum 1970.

8 A Biographical Dictionary of the Sudan, London 1967, 183-4 and 402.

edly ‘educated at Marseilles and spoke French fluently’. What we
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have below may be only a somewhat garbled version of Cadalvène

and Breuvery! This supposition is strengthened by the striking

fact that all the dates, except one where Cadalvène and Breuvery

have 1011 and our king-list 1001, are identical. If we are dealing

with two versions, one from Kordofan the other from Darfur, of a

common tradition at several removes, some impressively accurate

copyists were at work.

The verdict on what kind of document we are dealing with

here remains unproven.

Text

 r�— d²�œµ tOMÝ WOF� ”wÐdŽ“ «œU�ô« œ—«Ë 

 r�— W??OÐd?F?�« W?³ðUJ*« …—u??!∏ ’ —Ëd??� ¥∏ a¹—Q??²Ð ∏…b?F??I�« Í– 

 WMÝ±≤π±

WOF*« v�« Ê«œu1�« —«bLJŠ s�

 WMÝ ‰«u??ý w� W?O??F?LK� ÷d??Ž√ t½√ d?;c?¹ »«u?łπ± …d/ ∂b�Ë ÊUÐ 

sJ�√ U??� c?š√Ë d?ýU??H�« s� »d¼ Áb�«Ë …U??�Ë t?GKÐ U* —u??�—«œ ÊUDKÝ

s� W?¹«—œ rN� s?2 h×????H????²�UÐ Êü«Ë U?¼d???O????žË ‰«u????�_« s� Ác????š√

vKŽ ‰u??B?(« —U??! b??� r¼d?O??�√ W?O?K�U?� sŽ —u??�—«œ ¡U??N?I??�Ë w�U¼√

s� WK?zU?F?�« Ác¼ s� —u??�—«œ «u??LJŠ s� v?KŽ W¹u??²??;« W??³?1?M�« Ác¼

≠ t½√ u¼Ë r¼dšü rN�Ë√

s� ”u??:« s� Ê«œu??Ý „uK0 W?�u?J×?� —u??�—«œ X½U??; Âö?Ýù« q³??�
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d−Mð vL1¹ rNM� pK� dš¬Ë ¨ uł«œ vL1ð WKO³�

 WMÝ w�Ë∏µ≤s� u?H?F*« b?L?Š√ vL?1¹ ha?ý d?C?Š …d?−?N�« s� 

d?�«Ë V½U?ł t?F?�Ë —UMÝ W¹d¹b?0 qzU?³?� Êü« rNM� œu?:« t?ŽU?�— ÊUÐd?Ž

≠ t??²K?O??³??� s� s¹œ U???L??N??O???� ÂU??�√Ë ÊU???�œd??;Ë —u??�—«œ w?¼ v�uðË

ÂöÝù«

 WM?Ý w�Ë∏∑∑ w?�Ë Áb�Ë t??????ŽU??????�— t??????HK?š ∏π∑Êœ—ËU????????ý v�u?ð 

XOý tŽU�— b�Ë

 WM?Ý w�Ëπ±≥Êœ—ËU???????ý w?š√ qO?�b?�« rO?¼«d?Ð«  v�u?ð  —u??????;c?*«

 U?F?³?1?� WKzU?Ž b?ł d?×Ð vL?1?¹ r¼b?Š√ s¹b�Ë „dð d?O?š_« «c¼Ë

5²K?zU??F�« s¹c¼Ë Æ…—U??−???²??; WKzU??Ž fO?z— ÊuÐU??! vL??1¹ w?½U??¦�«Ë

¨ Èdš_« bFÐ …bŠ«u�« ÊU�œd;Ë —u�—«œ «uJK9

qC?�Ë ÂU??1?� W?1??L?š v�«  —u?�—«œ r?1?� Íc�« u¼ —u?;c?*« ÊuÐU?!Ë

vL??1¹ r?1??� ‰ËQ??� Êü« «c¼ v�« Ác¼ s� .b??²??1??� r?O??1??I??²�« «c¼

ÍËU??OMJ²�« —«œ w?½U?¦?�«Ë U?N?�u?Š U??�Ë d??ýU??H�« —«bÐ —«œ r1?� Y�UŁË

U�Ëœ UÐ« aOý uÐ√ —«œ f�U)«Ë t�Ë« UÐ« —«œ lÐ«d�«Ë

 WMÝ w�  X½U; —u;c*« ÊuÐU! WO�uðËπ∂∑

 WMÝ w� ‰Uł f¹—œ≈ Áb�Ë ÁbFÐ s� rŁπ∏∑
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 WMÝ w�Ë±∞∞∞ —u; v�uð f¹—œ≈ b�Ë

 WMÝ w�Ë±∞∞± —u; wš√ ÂcMð

 WMÝ w�Ë±∞≤∞ ÂcMð wš√  tðu³�uÝ

 WMÝ w�Ë±∞≥± tðu³KÝ wš√ ·dÝ sLŠd�« b³Ž

 WMÝ w�Ë±∞∂¥sLŠd�« b³Ž wš√ ÂUÝ ÂË—  

 WMÝ w�Ë±∞π∂ ÂUÝ ÂË— b�Ë t�uð ôË

 WMÝ w�Ë±±∞∞ wš√  sÐ  u�u??Ý vL??1¹ r?Ýô« «c¼ t??�uð ôË

ÊULOKÝ t²ÒOÐdŽË —u� ÊU1KÐ u¼ Êu�uÝ

 WMÝ w�Ë±±±≥ Áb�Ë vÝu� v�uð

 WMÝ w�Ë±±±∂ vÝu� wš√ œôuÐ bL×�

 WMÝ w�Ë±±±πw½U¦�UÐ rJ×K� vÝu� lł—  

 WMÝ w�Ë±±≤∏ vÝu� sÐ dJÐ bLŠ√

 WMÝ w�Ë±±¥±wš√  t½«dŠ uÐ√ qOŽULÝ«   dJÐ bLŠ√

 WMÝ w�Ë±±µ¥ tOš√ sÐ« t½«dŠ bL×�

 WMÝ w�Ë±±µπ t½«dŠ bL×� wš√ qO� dLŽ

 WMÝ w�Ë±±∂∑dLŽ rŽ rÝUI�« uÐ√  

 WMÝ w�Ë±±∑∂t??łuð ÊU??; d??O???�_« «c¼Ë rÝU??I�« uÐ√ w?š√ »«d??Oð 
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Ê√ v�« t³IFðË t?�e¼Ë ÊU�œd; dO�√  UF³?1� WKzUŽ f¹— rýU¼ WÐ—U;

ÂuÞd)« s� wÐdG�« qOM�« TÞUý vKŽ w¼Ë ÊU�—œ Â√ v�« q!Ë

w� tðœu???Ž ¡UMŁ√ w?�Ë tK×???� ‚U??×???Ý≈ Áb�Ë q;Ë√ ÊU???; tÐU??O???ž w�Ë

t??F?� «u½U??; s¹c�« ‘u??O?'« ¡«d??�Q?� ÊU??�œd?; Íd??� s� W¹d??� w¼Ë Á—UÐ

U?LK� —u??�—«œ v�« tÐ «Ëd?C?ŠË t�bÐ b??O?ýd�« sL?Šd�« b?³??Ž t?O?š√ «u�Ë

t?²KðU?I* …b¹b?Ž ‘u?O?ł t?F?�Ë tK×?� s� ÂU?� o×?Ý« p�cÐ d?F?A?²?Ý«

s� WDÝ«u?Ð d?O??�√ t?²??O�uð —U??! ÊU?; t??OÐ√ …U?�Ë bM?Ž d?šü« u¼ YO??Š

…b?� r?NMOÐ ‚U?I??A�«Ë ‰U??²?I�« d??L?²?Ý«Ë —u??�—«œ ¡«d?�√ s?� t?F?� «u?½U?;

b¹QðË ÁÒd??� ‰U??³??ł —«u?−?Ð q²??�Ë ‚U?×??Ý≈ Âe??N½« b??� «d??O?š√Ë ¨ 5?²MÝ

 WMÝ w� tLŽ sLŠd�« b³Ž v�« rJ(«±≤∞¥¨ 

¨ —u???�—«œ W???�uJ?( d???I???� U???NKF???łË d???ýU???H?�« …bKÐ fÝ√ Íc?�« u¼Ë

Íd???I�« «uMJ?1¹ «u½U???; tK³???� s¹c�« „uK?*« –≈ t??²???O�uð WM?Ý w� p�–Ë

tKš«bÐ w²�« ÍdI�«Ë Ád� q³' …—ËU:«

 WMÝ w�Ë±≤±¥—u??;c*« sL??Šd�« b??³??Ž s?Ð qC??H�« b??L??×??� v�uð 

XKšœË ÊU?�œd?; v?KŽ W¹u¹b?)« W?�uJ(« X�u?²??Ý« d?O?�_« …b?� w�Ë

 w� iO?Ð_« vL??1*« U??N??²??�uJŠ d??I??�≥± WMÝ …b??F??I�« Íœ ±≤≥∂

«Ëd???C???Š s¹c�« d?J1???F�« f?Oz— —«œd???²???�b�« pÐ b???L???×???� b¹ v?KŽ



164 NOTES AND COMMUNICATIONS

ÂËb??I*« q²?�Ë —u??�—«œ d?;U??1??Ž l� WÐ—U?;« b??FÐ W??ÝËd?;« s� U??N?²??�Ë

UN²�Ë ÊU�œd; r;UŠ ÊU; Íc�« rK1�

 WMÝ w�Ë±≤µ∂—u;c*« qCH�« bL×� sÐ 51(« bL×� v�uð 

 WMÝ w�Ë±≤π∞q²??�Ë —u??�—«œ ¡«d??�√ d??š¬ «c¼Ë Áb�Ë rO?¼«dÐ« t??HKš 

W¹d??B*« W¹u¹b?)« W??�uJ(« d?;U??1?Ž 5ÐË tM?OÐ XF?�Ë Íc�« WÐ—U??;UÐ

 bŠ_« Âu¹ w� vý«uM� …bK³Ð±¥ ÊUC�— ±≤π±UNF�U−Ð s�œË 

WO�uKFLK� —UDšôUÐ «c¼Ë

Translation

Register number (daftar raqm) 5, ‘The exalted court’ (mafiiyya
saniyya) ‘Arabic’ ; incoming correspondence (wrid al-ifdt).

Copy of Arabic correspondence, number 8 m.r.w.r.
9
 page 48,

dated 8 Dhü ’l-qafida 1291 [17 December 1874].

From the Governor (˛ikimdr) of the Sudan: to the Court

(al-mafiiyya).

A letter recording that it was reported to the Court in Shawwl

[1291= November/December 1874], number (numra) 6, that the

son
10

 of the sultan of Darfur, when he learnt of his father’s death,
11

fled from al-Fshir and took with him what he could manage to

take of wealth and other items. Now, after an enquiry by those

9 This appears to be an internal reference mark.

10 This probably refers to ˘asab Allh, actually  an uncle of Sultan Ibrhım

Qarad (see next note), who seems to have been chosen as sultan (or acted

as such) in the immediate aftermath of the defeat at Manawshı; see my

State and Society in Dr Für, London 1980, 16.

11 This refers to the death of Sultan Ibrhım Qarad at the battle of Manawshı

on 25 October 1874.

who were knowledgeable among the people and faqıhs of Darfur
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about the family (fmiliyya) of their amır, this detailed pedigree

(al-nisba al-mu˛tawiyya) was established of those who have ruled

Darfur from this clan (fi√ila) from the first to the last of them.

Here it is:

Before Islam Darfur was ruled by black kings from the Majüs,
12

from a tribe called Djü; their last king was called Tunjur.
13

In 852 [1448-49] of the hijrı era there came a person called

A˛mad al-Mafifü
14

 from the Ruffia nomads—of whom there are

now to be found tribes in Sinnr province (mudıriyya). And with

him came a large part of his tribe. They ruled both Darfur and

Kordofan and the religion of Islam was established in both coun-

tries.

In 877 [1472-73] A˛mad was succeeded by his son, Riffia.

In 897 [1491-92] Shürd.n shıt,
15

 the son of Ruffia, came to

power.

In 913 [1507-8] Ibrhım al-Dalıl, the brother of the above-

mentioned Shürd.n, came to power. He left two sons; one, called

Ba˛r, was the ancestor (jadd) of the Musabbafit clan, the other,

called ∑bün, was the head (ra√ıs) of the Kunjra clan.
16

 These

two clans ruled Darfur and Kordofan as one (country) in turn.

It was the above-mentioned ∑bün who divided Darfur into

five provinces (aqsm) and this division has continued uninter-

rupted from his time until now. The first province is called Dr

12 Here, presumably, meaning ‘pagan’ rather than Mazdian.

13 This statement telescopes the Daju and Tunjur, usually describe as two

successive dynasties, together. We have no certain information on either

of them; see further my ‘The Tunjur: a central Sudanic mystery’, Sudan
Notes and Records, lxi, 1980, 47-60.

14 More commonly, A˛mad al-Mafiqür, i.e. A˛mad ‘the hamstrung’; see the

discussion in ibid., 48-51.

15 More commonly, Show Dorshid or Dorshit.

16 Written Kutjra.

17 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35, n. 7, the province is called

Dr al-Fshir al-kabır. The report is anachronistic since al-Fshir was only

established as the capital in about 1206/1791-92 by Sultan fiAbd al-Ra˛mn

al-Rashıd.

al-Fshir and surroundings;
17

 the second is Dr al-Takanywı;
18
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the third province is Dr ◊b Düm;
19

 the fourth is Dr ◊b

Üm; 
20

 and the fifth is Dr Abü Shaykh.
21

The accession of the said ∑bün was in 967 [1559-60].

Then after him came his son, Idrıs Jl, in 987 [1579-80].

In 1000 [1591-92] Kür
22

 w. Idrıs came to power.

In 1001 [1592-93] Tindhim, Kür’s brother [acceded].
23

In 1020 [1611-12] Sülbüta,
24

 Tindhim’s brother [acceded].

In 1031 [1621-22] fiAbd al-Ra˛mn Sarraf, Sülbüta’s brother

[acceded].

In 1064 [1653-54] Rüm Sm,
25

 fiAbd al-Ra˛mn’s brother

[acceded].

In 1096 [1684-85] Wal Tüma,
26

 Rüm Sm’s son [acceded].

In 1100 [1688-89] Sülüt,
27

 the son of the brother of Wal

Tüma [acceded]. This name is Sülün in the Fur language and in

18 I.e. northern Darfur. Interestingly, in all ‘external’ accounts of Darfur,

whether in Arabic or European languages, the title, takanywı, is written

thus. In Darfur sultanic documents, it is written takanwı, although it is

pronounced as takanywı. It is linked to the Fur title, togOiN; see further

my State and Society, 162 n. 16.

19 In error for Dr ◊b Diima; south-western Darfur.

20 More accurately, Dr ◊b umO; south-eastern Darfur.

21 More fully, Dr Abü Shaykh Daalı; eastern Darfur.

22 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35 n. 7,  the name is given as

Kuuruu.

23 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35 n. 7,  the name is given as

Terrindem (close to other versions of the name in other king-lists) and the

date of his accession is given 1011 [1602-3].

24 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35 n. 7,  the name is given as Sol

Bute.

25 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35 n. 7,  the name is given as

Rumsam.

26 In Cadalvène and Breuvery, ‘Kordofan’, 35 n. 7,  the name is given as

Diatomé.

27 In error for Sülün.

28 This refers to Sulaymn SOlONduNO, the first official  (in the sense of

appearing on sultanic seals) ruler of the Keira dynasty; on the seals, see

R.S. O’Fahey and M.I. Abu Salim, Land in Dr Für. Charters and related
documents from the Dr Für Sultanate, Cambridge 1983, 28-9.

Arabic it is Sulaymn.
28
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In 1113 [1701-2] Müs, his son, came to power.

In 1116 [1704-5] Mu˛ammad Büld, the brother of Müs

[took power].

In 1119 [1707-8] Müs returned to power for a second time.
29

In 1128 [1715-6] A˛mad Bukr b. Müs [acceded].

In 1141 [1728-29] Ismfiıl Abü ˘arrna, the brother of A˛mad

Bukr [acceded].
30

In 1154 [1741-42] Mu˛ammad ˘arrna, the son of his brother

[acceded].

In 1159 [1746-7] fiUmar Layl,
31

 the brother of Mu˛ammad

˘arrna [acceded].

In 1167 [1753-54] Abü ’l-Qsim, the uncle of fiUmar [acceded].

In 1176 [1762-63] Tayrb, the brother of Abü ’l-Qsim [ac-

ceded]. This is the amır who went to fight Hshim, chief of the

Musabbafit clan and amır of Kordofan, and he defeated the latter

and pursued him until he had reached Omdurman, which is on

the banks of the Nile, west of Khartoum.
32

In his absence (sc. from Darfur), Tayrb had appointed his

son Is˛q in his place. On his return journey he died
33

 at Bra,

one of the towns of Kordofan. The leaders of the forces who were

with him chose as his successor his brother, fiAbd al-Ra˛mn

al-Rashıd,
34

 and accompanied the latter back to Darfur. When

29 For an account of this episode, see ‘Kordofan’, 36.

30 Only Cadalvène and Breuvery and the present list include this ruler.

31 In all other accounts, fiUmar is given as the son of  Mu˛ammad, more

commonly called Dawra (the Fur for ‘iron’). Layl = lel, the Fur for ‘donkey’.

32 The tradition that Mu˛ammad Tayrb reached as far as Omdurman is not
found in Cadalvène and Breuvery; it is, however, recorded in Nafiüm

Shuqayr, Ta√rıkh al-Südn al-qadım wa’l-˛adıth wa-jughrfiyyatuhu, repr.

Beirut 1967, 451 and R.C. Slatin, Fire and  Sword in the Sudan, London

1896, 46.

33 The Arabic as printed is unclear at this point is confused by the omission

of a waw : the clause as reconstructed reads wa-wufiya athn√ fiawdatihi.
34 This telescopes a long and complex succession crisis at Bra; the most

detailed reconstruction is in my Growth and Development, 164-71.

Is˛q learnt of this, he left where he was together with numerous
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forces to fight him. Because he had been late at the death of his

father, his appointment as amır came through those who were

with him of the Darfur chiefs. The fighting and dissension between

them lasted two years.
35

 In the end, Is˛q was defeated and killed

close to the Marra Mountains and the rule of his uncle, fiAbd

al-Ra˛mn, was confirmed in 1204 [1789-90].

It was [fiAbd al-Ra˛mn] who founded al-Fshir and made it

the centre of the government of Darfur, and this was in the year

of his accession.
36

 The kings who were before him used to live in

the villages near or within the Marra Mountains.

In 1214 [1799-1800] Mu˛ammad al-Fa∂l, the son of the above-

mentioned fiAbd al-Ra˛mn, acceded. It was in the time of [this]

amır that the Khedivial government
37

 conquered Kordofan and

entered the capital of its government, called al-Ubayyi∂, on 21

Dhü ’l-qafida 1236 [20 August 1821] through the efforts of Mu˛am-

mad Bey al-daftardr, commander of the soldiers who had come

at the time from ‘The Protected’ (al-ma˛rüsa, that is Cairo), after

a battle with the soldiers of Darfur and the killing of the maqdüm
Musallam, who was the governor (˛kim) of Kordofan at the

time.
38

In 1256 [1838] Mu˛ammad al-˘usayn, the son of the above-

mentioned Mu˛ammad al-Fa∂l, acceded.

In 1290 [1873] Ibrhım, his son, succeeded him. He was the

last of the amırs of Darfur and he was killed in a battle between

35 Again the most detailed reconstruction of the civil war between fiAbd

al-Ra˛mn and Is˛q is to be found in ibid., 172-7, but see also my ‘A

prince and his neighbours’, SAJHS, 3, 1992, 60-2, where I have modified

my earlier analysis somewhat.

36 Other sources give 1206/1791-92 as the date of the foundation of al-Fshir;

see Growth and Development, 188.

37 An anachronism, since the title, Khedive, was only used informally from

1850 and only in 1867 officially conferred on Ismfiıl by the Porte; see

Hill, Biographical Dictionary, xi.

38 On the Turco-Egyptian conquest of Kordofan, see Richard Hill, Egypt in
the Sudan, London 1958, 12-13.

39 Thus, pompously, concealing the fact that it was al-Zubayr Pasha Ra˛ma

him and the soldiers of Egyptian Khedivial government
39

 in a
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district of Manawshı on Sunday 14 Rama∂n 1291 [25 October

1874]. He is buried in the mosque [at Manawshı]. And this is for

who conquered Darfur. The most detailed account of the battle of Manwshı

is Douin, Histoire, iii/A, 390-94.

the sake of information.


